The effect of prophylactic drainage on subhepatic fluid collections after elective cholecystectomy: a prospective randomized ultrasonographic study.
Seventy-six patients undergoing elective cholecystectomy were randomly divided into drained and nondrained subjects and studied with sonography preoperatively and postoperatively to determine the incidence and fate of subhepatic fluid collections. In the drained group, detectable subhepatic fluid was seen in 5 per cent of patients, whereas it occurred in 20 per cent of nondrained patients. Although this difference achieved statistical significance (P less than 0.05), there were no complications directly attributable to the retained subhepatic fluid. On the contrary, this study supports previous observations that patients undergoing cholecystectomy without drainage have less postoperative fever. Subhepatic fluid collections occurred in a small number of patients so managed but were of no clinical significance in this study.